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What did we know? 

 

Our clients grandfather was Simon Henrich Hocker who came with his wife, daughter, and one of his 

sons who was a pastor to Philadelphia in 1741 on the ship, the St. Andrew .  In the book “Westerwald to 

America” It mentions them in relation to the Becker family. Both families--the Beckers and the Hockers--

were on the passenger manifest of the 1741 St. Andrew. It is the connection of these families in this 

place and on the St. Andrew that made our client think that this Simon Hocker was her ancestor. well.  
 

 

What did we find? 

 

We could trace Lindas family back to the year 1540 in a town called Blomberg and could provide the 

family tree in a list as well as many birth certificates from their ancestors of which we made copies for 

them.  We could confirm that some of the Höckers were pastors of the reformed church and had moved 

in 18ths from Blomberg to Hachenburg. 

 

What else? 

 

We took our wonderful client Linda and her friend to Hachenburg where we had booked a hotel for one 

night so that we would have enough time exploring the town and the area. We knew that Simon Höcker 

was a pastor in Hachenburg or the nearby area but we could not find any records telling which church it 

was. So we visited them all. When we where already on the way home, we passed another little church 

by chance and made a last stop. While we walked around the church which was locked, an old 

gentleman who lived in the neighborhood asked us what we wanted there and if he could help us. While 

Linda and her friend took some photos I told this gentleman that ancestors of the ladies once came from 

this area. He then asked us if we would like to have a look into a very old book that he keeps with old 

photos and stories from the area. We walked over, were served with beverages and Linda found what 

she was looking for: the confirmation that Simon was the pastor of the parish. Due to political 

circumstances he had to hide for several months as he was claiming against the government of the 

landlord and finally leave the country.  

 

What had impressed us most? 

 

Tears run over Linda’s cheeks when she read her ancestor’s life story in this book and find out that he 

obviously was a hero at his time 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 


